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“A Festival of Lights”
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Federal Communications Commission

Attention: Disability Rights Office, Room 3-B431
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Spartanburg Christmas Parade Closed Caption Exemption

The Spartanburg Jaycees, Inc. (“Jaycees™) a non-profit 501(C)4 , pursuant to Section 79.1(f)(1) of
the Commissions’ rules and Section 713(d)(3) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended
(the “Act”), hereby requests a waiver of Section 79.1(b) of the Commission’s rules requiring
video programming distributors to provide closed captioning of their programming.

The Jaycees is a volunteer civic organization whose primary purpose is leadership training
through community service. As part of our annual programming the Jaycees run many
worthwhile community service projects; such as a Christmas Shopping Spree for underprivileged
children, supporting a camp for the mentally handicapped, as well as volunteering for many city
wide events. The Spartanburg Christmas Parade is the Jaycees largest event. The Jaycees rely on
many volunteers throughout the year to accomplish our goals while impacting the lives of those
in our community.

Section 79.1(f)(1) of the Commission’s rules and Section 713(d)(3) of the Act provides that
exemptions from the captioning rules may be granted upon finding that the closed captioning
requirements will result in an “undue burden.” Section 79.1(f)(2) of the Rules and Section 713(e)
of the Act define undue burden as “significant difficulty or expense.” In the case of the Jaycees,
we would suffer both significant difficulty and extreme expense under the burdens of the closed
caption rules.

Section 79.1(f)(2) of the Commission’s Rules and Section 713(e) of the Act establish four factors
to be consider in an undue burden analysis:

1. The nature and cost of the closed captions for the programming
il. The impact on the operation of the provider or program owner
iil. The financial resources of the provider or programs owner; and
iv. The type of operations of the provider or program owner.

Under Section 79.1(f)2(i): Closed captioning services are not available locally, requiring the
produced video programming to be sent to an outside service for encoding. The cost of the
service is unknown.

Under Section 79.1(f)2(ii): The Jaycees have organized the Spartanburg Christmas Parade for
over 25 years. This is the first year we have produced the parade for television. The Jaycees,
unaware of Closed Captioning (“CC”) requirements, have advertised to the public that the












